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and his chief nobles either killed or captured, had
resulted, and, for a while, a precarious peace had
been maintained between the two countries. But,
with the absence of both the English king and his
son in France, an opportunity for revenge seemed to
have come. The rapid return of Edward compelled
the Scotch to abandon Berwick and retreat, but they
were pursued by the English army, and the name
of " the Burnt Candlemas" testifies to the character
of Edward's last expedition into Scotland. He took,
indeed, signal vengeance. His army swept over the
Lowlands, destroying every living thing and burning
crops and houses. But the very completeness of the
destruction compelled the invaders to retreat, and,
assailed by light troops and oppressed by famine,
the English army lost heavily. Shortly afterwards
(1356) David was replaced on the Scottish throne,
and peace was established, but the memory of "the
Burnt Candlemas " lingered, and served to increase
the already existing antipathy between the two
peoples.

The success of his raid in Southern France en-
couraged the Black Prince to attempt a repetition
of his exploit in the following year, but this time
he entered the central districts and marched directly
upon Paris. After reaching the neighbourhood of
Blois he found that his further progress was barred,
and learned that John was approaching with an
overwhelming force to cut off his retreat. He began,
therefore, to retrace his steps, but, failing to realise
his danger to the full, delayed his march by besieging
a castle and was overtaken near Poitiers (1356).